PROGRAMME

8.30: Welcome coffee and tea

9.15-9.30: Opening remarks

Régis Bordet (President, University of Lille): "more than the sum of its parts: experimenting with new institutional forms to boost research”

9.30-10.45: Panel 1- NeurotechEU as a platform for continued development in its member institutions

Chair: Thomas Estermann (EUA)

Keynote: Renaud Jardri, Coordinator of the "Cerveau, Société & Technologies® programme, University of Lille : “the recursive loop: from
NeurotechkU to the “Institut du cerveau” at Lille University”

Round table:

e Plerre Laporte, Policy Officer, European Commission, DG EAC, Unit B.3, Transnational Cooperation in Higher Education
e Mark Vlek de Coningh, Secretary-general of NeurotechEU
e Daniel Minge, Manager of TRA Modelling, Bonn University

10.45 to 11.00: Break
11.00-12.15: Panel 2 "The role of universities in building European democratic resilience through transnational research”

Keynote: Juliette Sénéchal, Deputy-Head of the Social Sciences and Humanities at INRIA: "the European GPAI code of practice one year hence”

Round table:

Chair: Carle Bonafous-Murat (France Universités)
e Sandrine Chassagnard-Pinet, vice-president tor research, Lille University
e Julien Talpin, research director at CNRS, scientific coordinator of the DemoCIS programme
e Representative of the Regional Council of Hauts-de-France

13.00 to 14.00: Networking lunch



	21 OCTOBER 2026
	MIFJC, rue du Trône 100
	Brussels

	In 2022, as it emerged from the Covid crisis, the University of Lille, situated in the North of France, underwent two major transformations – it finalized its new, experimental governance model, including devolved autonomy to its constituent components, and it joined NeurotechEU, the European University of Brain and Technology, coordinated by Radboud University.
	Through a kind of recursive loop, joining NeurotechEU has enabled the University of Lille to create its own Institut Cerveau, Société & Technologies, an interdisciplinary graduate programme bringing various strands within the institution which would have otherwise remained separate.
	The far-reaching effects of NeurotechEU membership on the university go beyond neurotechnology, however, and have provided an inspiration for other domains, such as a large project on democracy driven by cognitive sciences in order to respond to informational disruption.
	Accordingly, can such new governance models provide a template for the future development of alliances, in which some of the member organisations might wish to retain more or less institutional autonomy?
	This event, organized by the Brussels office of France Universités (the French rectors’ conference) on behalf of the University of Lille, wishes to assess the extent to which possible overlaps between the two governance systems may benefit the development of different kinds of higher education institutions at local, national and European levels.
	Registration link
	https://framaforms.org/can-the-centre-hold-experimenting-with-new-governance-models-in-european-universities-1791965191
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